
Dear Parents, Carers and Students ...  

PINJARRA SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER  
 

ò BE TRUE ó 

2 1 S T  J U N E 

 2 0 1 3  

U PCOMING 

DA TES:  

 

Tuesday 25th June  

Assembly 

School Board Meeting 
 

Wednesday 26th June  

Year 8, 9, 10 Boys  

Immunisation 
 

Monday 1st to Friday 

5th July 

Country Week 
 

Friday 5th July  

Last day of term 

 

Monday 22nd July  

School Development 

Day 

 

Tuesday 23rd July  

Students resume for 

Term 3 

 

Monday 29th July to 

Friday 2nd August  

National Literacy and 

Numeracy Week 

 

Tuesday 30th July  

Parent Reporting Day 

 

Monday 5th August  

P&C Meeting 

 

 

 

While Term 2 this year is quite short, we have again fitted in 

many activities and opportunities for all the students at Pinjarra 

Senior High School.  Many of these activities are described in  

further detail in this newsletter. 

 

All students from Years 8 to 12 have had exams this term.  

These are used to make a judgement on the progress each 

child has made in each area examined.  It is also good practice 

for the lower school students to prepare them for Year 11 and 12 where their 

examinations are even more critical.  The Year 12 exams are used to compare 

students to others across the state, and then used to rank students for entry to 

post secondary destinations. 

 

One of the most important areas of information that is stated in reports is the 

area of your childõs attitude and effort in schooling, including the respect for 

themselves and others.  Regardless of anyoneõs academic ability, if they have a 

positive attitude, show respect for themselves and others, and put in the best 

effort they can, then they are well on the way to achieving success. 

 

I have included an article on ôReading your Childõs Reportõ later in this newslet-

ter to help parents and carers look at and respond appropriately to their childõs 

report. 

 

A major event a few weeks ago was the PFAõS (Pinjarra Football Academyõs) 

annual tour to Melbourne to look at the football industry.  The group visited 

various clubs and watched a number of games.  We are all very proud of the 

way the boys behaved on this trip, where they were complimented on several 

occasions for their mature behaviour. 

 

In week 5 Pinjarra Senior High School hosted the annual Supporting Peel Youth 

Expo in our gym.  This was a huge day with over 50 groups represented.  

Schools from across the Peel area sent bus loads of students to attend, while all 

of our Year 10s, 11õs and 12õs were able to attend.  Thanks to our VET Coordi-

nator, Fleur Ambrosa for facilitating this day. 

 

A major event occurring in the last week of term is the annual ôCountry Weekõ 

excursion to Perth to compete against other country schools in a range of 

sports.  Over 80 students from predominantly Year 11 and 12, with some Year 

10s, along with their teacher coaches, will stay in Perth for the week to com-

plete. 

 

The students will all wear the school track suit and upper school shirt as their 

uniform.  We acknowledge the assistance of Alcoa (Australia) for donating 

funds to subsidise the purchase of this uniform by students.  We wish all stu-

dents participating the best for the week, and we look forward to hearing the 

results over this time. 
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Our new Technology and Enterprise buildings are progressing well and looking very impressive.  I 

have had a tour of the facilities and they are very spacious and well equipped rooms that will be of 

great benefit to our students.  The builder is expecting to be able to hand over these facilities to us in 

mid August. 

 

Another project recently undertaken at the school is the installation of CCTV monitoring of the 

school grounds and facilities.  This monitoring system records constantly and stores images for re-

trieval up to 2 weeks later.  While the cameras have been installed so as not to intrude on students 

privacy, all students and community members on the school grounds, at any time of the day or night, 

need to be aware they are likely to be recorded on camera.  This will provide an added layer of secu-

rity to the school facilities, and also to the students themselves. 

 

Alcoa, a major supporter of our school, has provided a unique opportunity for 2 of our teachers over 

the next holidays.  Julie Gray and Fiona Davidson will participate in a 6 day conference in Colorado, 

USA, looking at environmental and sustainability issues.  Alcoa are paying for these 2 teachers to at-

tend and covering all of their costs.  We looking forward to hearing of what they have learnt at their 

conference, and the networks made, when they return next term. 

 

In conclusion, I hope all students have a safe and enjoyable holiday which starts on July 6th.  Staff do 

have a Professional Development day on the Monday after the holidays, with students starting Term 3 

on Tuesday 23rd July. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Alan Hunt  

Principal 

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN MONITORING STANDARDS IN EDUCATION (WAMSE) 

2013 

For Year 9 students the WAMSE assessment program measures the performance of students in as-

pects of Science and Society and Environment.  This complements information from the National As-

sessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN). 

 

Your childõs understanding of the current Western Australian curriculum is tested. However, in 2013 

questions are matched to the Australian Curriculum:  Science.  A strong focus is placed on the skills used 

in scientific investigations. 

 

The assessments will take place in school time during the third week of Term 3 (5 to 9 August 2013). 

 

All Year 9 students are expected to sit the tests. 

 

There are benefits that result from having students in a year group complete the same test: 

 

¶ Performance of each student is compared to that of other students in the state. 

¶ Progress of each students is monitored over time. 

¶ Results provide teachers with additional information to identify students who require extension 

or support. 

¶ Results assist schools in identifying strengths and weaknesses in teaching and learning programs. 
 



P A G E  3  P I N J A R R A  S E N I O R  H I G H  S C H O O L  N E W S L E T T E R  

GREaT Try A Trade - Nursewest  
 

Natalie Reid and Teela Carr were amongst the first 

group of students to experience 5 days work shadowing 

alongside  a nurse at Armadale Kelmscott Hospital re-

cently. Nursewestõs initiative is called Get Real Experi-

ence and Try (GREaT) nursing. Students are assigned a 

nurse for the day and they are with the nurse in whatev-

er activities he/she is undertaking whilst on duty. Stu-

dents were not shielded from the real work that goes in 

hospitals with one student being with a patient when 

they passed away and yet another, watching a birth. The 

GREaT students went with Meals on Wheels nurses for 

home visits as well as observing operations in theatres.  
 

This is a major breakthrough for schools as in the past, it 

has been extremely difficult to get high school students 

into hospitals because of the confidentiality issues. 
 

Stayed tuned as there are another 21 Year 10 students 

due to be placed over the next few months in hospitals 

from afar afield as Sir Charles Gardiner, Royal Perth and 

Shenton Park. 
 

Pictured here with Murray Whitson (GREaT Coordina-

tor) is the first group of Year 10 students to experience 

the GREaT Nursing TAT featuring Teela and Natalie 

(front right). 

 

Curtin University invites all Year 10-12 students interested in potentially studying Business and Information 

Systems or Business and Information Technology to join us for a Curtin University School of Information 

Systems experience. 

It is an opportunity for the students to get a real feel for what the course will be like, and where it can lead 

them in their future.   

Date : Tuesday 2nd July 

Time : 9:50 Registration and 10.00 Start 

Place: Building 407, Room 208 - Curtin University, Kent Street, Bentley 

We promise an interactive experience  with hands on learning in our òFuture Learning Spaceó. 

COURSE SELECTION FOR 2014  
A reminder to all Year 10 studentsñCourse Selection for 2014 is ongoing now. If you have not made an ap-

pointment to see one of the course councillors now, please do so as we are interviewing students for selec-

tion of their courses for 2014. 

I highly recommend students select courses for 2014 even if they are thinking of leaving school to go into 

employment or full time study (TAFE) just in case that doesnõt work out for them. That way they have an 

educational program they have chosen instead of being put into classes that have ôspacesõ. 

TAFE and employment are highly competitive in the current economic environment and sometimes, even 

with the best intentions, students do not get in to TAFE or work so it is wise to put their name down for 

courses as well. 

A reminder that any TAFE courses that we run off site do require transport which is a 

student/parent responsibility. 

The counselling team look forward to meeting you and helping with the huge range of 

opportunities that are available to students now. 
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On Thursday 13 June, Pinjarra Senior High School host-

ed the annual Supporting Peel Youth Expo. Over 50 

groups from the Peel area were represented at the Ex-

po. They set up information booths in the lower gymna-

sium ready to provide free information and support to 

our students across the region. 

 

Mandurah schools bussed over and we had students 

from Mandurah Catholic College, Coodanup Communi-

ty College, Foundation Christian College, Halls Head 

Community College, Waroona District High School and 

John Tonkin College mixing it with Pinjarra Senior High 

School students; all eager to find out what was on offer 

in this area. 

 

The Expo was opened by the Minister for Youth Mr 

Tony Simpson and the Master of ceremonies on hand 

was Jeff Muir. Challenger Institute of Technology had 

Building and Construction activities outside on the 

grassed area whilst indoors there were games to play, 

activities relating to the stalls, prizes to be given away 

and lots of information for the taking. 

 

We were entertained by our very capable music stu-

dents under the guidance of Mr Steve Roberts, our Mu-

sic teacher extraordinaire and in the foyer, we had an 

amazing display of art work from Ms Bronwyn Clarkõs 

art students  - I almost had to tie the artwork down as 

so many of our visitors were asking if the art was for 

sale. 

 

The Apprenticeship and Traineeship Company, CCI 

Apprenticeship Solutions, Apprenticeships Australia, 

South Metropolitan Youth Services (SMYL) and Alcoa 

were on hand with information about apprenticeships 

and The Department of Defence, Kirana, Medibank, 

Fairbridge, Industrial Training Institute, Intework, Com-

munity Services Health and Education Training Council 

were also letting students know about their services. 

Alongside job agencies were community groups like 

Allambee Counselling, Anglicare, Youth Focus, Pat 

Thomas House and Disability Services Commission. 

 

It was amazing to have so many agencies in one room at 

one time and all of them were there to help our stu-

dents! The behaviour and manners from PSHS students 

was outstanding and it made me very proud of the Year 

10, 11 and 12 students who attended the day. Well 

done to everyone who contributed to making this day a 

success. 
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FOOTBALL NEWS  

Our Year 10-12 girls football team recently travelled to Kolbe Catholic 

College for their division grand final match.  The girls knew it was going 

to be a challenging match, however they took into their stride skill, co-

operation & determination.  They wanted to win more!! 
 

Our young stars from the game Kate Beswick, Kim Hunter, Bec Keen, 

Kennedy Chalmers and Aleisha Tinker to name a few, brought Pinjarra 

SHS a fabulous win:  7 goals 3 points to Kolbe 4 goals 4 points. 
 

Our girls are back to back division winners.   
 

Our next finals game is between the winner of South Perth vs Peel..  We 

host a home game next Tuesday 25th June at Sir Ross McLarty oval.  This should be a super exciting game and I am 

sure with support from Parents and Carers the girls will again be wonderful! 
 

Go PINJARRA!! 
 

Miss Ierace, Girls Football Coach 
 

Our Year 10, 11, 12 PFA boys are through to the Peel District Final of the Year 10-12 AFL Sports Ready Cup for 

2013!! 

  

Details of the match are as follows: 

  

PINJARRA VS KOLBE WEDNESDAY 26/6/13 Starts 4pm @ Sir Ross McLarty Oval 

  

If we are successful in this Peel Division Final we advance to the next round where we play the division winners from 

the metro area.  

  

Mr Galloway, PFA Football Coach 
 

CONGRATULATIONS ALEISHA TINKER  

Aleisha has been selected to represent Western Australia in the 2013 State AFL 16s Team.   
 

Good Luck everyone!! 

YEAR 10 SUBJECT SELECTION PLANNING DAY  

As part of the Year 10 Career Education Program, all students were in-

volved in a Year 10 Subject Selection Planning day.  The aim of this day 

was for the students to gain a greater understanding of the Senior School 

courses for 2014 enabling informed decisions about their future career 

pathways.  Teachers from a number of curriculum areas spoke to the 

students throughout the day, ranging from Visual Arts, to Automotive 

and Music. 

Fiona Davidson and Julie Gray  

Year 10 Career Education Teachers 

 

 
YEAR 8 BULLY BUSTERS  

The Year 8 students watched an entertaining play that addressed the 

issues of Cyber Bullying.  Students were made aware of the dangers of 

sharing too much personal information on social networking sites and 

the unauthorised use of pictures.  This show offered students strong and 

positive strategies to deal with these issues. 

Fiona Davidson 
Year 8 Deputy Principal 

 

Mr Galloway speaking to the Year 10 students 

about  Certificate II in Sports Coaching  
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FLEEC DEPARTMENTõS FLOCK OF SHEEP 

The Pinjarra SHS FLEEC Program recently processed 18 wether 

lambs. Dardanup Butchering Company prepared the sheep and 

stamped them for the school and also transported them 

free  to Rumps Butchers Shop  at the Meadow Springs Shop-

ping Centre. Graeme (Owner of Rumps) kindly cut the lambs 

up for the school at a very largely reduced price to help out 

with the fundraising for the schoolõs FLEEC Program. Thanks to 

Graeme and Sally from Rumps Butchers and Continental Deli 

Supplies for their magnificent support. Funds raised will go back 

into the care and support for our students as well as the Rural 

Operations Cert II (through Challenger TAFE) Program being 

run at C-Wise. 

 

Thanks to all who purchased the lambs and initial reports from those who have already tasted it is that it is 

very tender meat. Graeme indicated that they were amazing carcasses in terms of fat score, weight, appear-

ance and tenderness. Well done to all involved in looking after the schoolõs flock of sheep. 

 

Amy, Darryl and Kim 

FLEEC Department 

MATHS DEPARTMENT  

The Year 9 Extension Mathematics class have been working 

on a Mathematics project. They were given a choice of three 

topics:  

 

¶ The Fibonacci Sequence - 1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13, 21, 34, 55 

é can YOU see the pattern? 

¶ Tessellations ð 2D shapes that can fit together (like a 

jigsaw) to cover an area, leaving no gaps 

¶ 3D shapes ð scale models, volume investigations 
 

Each fortnight, one period was dedicated to project work. 

Students were allowed to choose how they were going to 

display their final presentations ð ranging from posters to 

power point presentations to 3D models. 

 
Students chose to work individually, or in groups up to a 

maximum size of three.  Students have produced work of an 

outstanding level, spending time to make sure that their final 

presentations were something different from every day 

Mathematics class. 
 

Students from the class stated that it was good to work as a 

team, having the work split amongst team members, and not 

having to work out of textbooks. Students also enjoyed 

working with the friends on long term projects, and the fact 

that the project was more ôhands onõ than book work. 
 

Mr Sinagra, Head of Learning Area ð Mathematics, said, òThe 

level of work from these students is very high.  Itõs amazing 

what theyõre capable of. Theyõve produced some excellent 

pieces of work.ó 
 

Ms Walters 

Mathematics Teacher 

Zoe Backshall and Alyssa Agra with their  

Fibonacci Tree  
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previously lived in.  


